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The Clan Hope Of Craighall Society Newsletter welcomes submissions.  Clan 
Hope members may submit biographies for the Members’ Corner . We also accept 
submissions of any material relating to Scottish history/humor, Hope genealogy, 
Hope history, genealogy methods and tricks, or any additional information that 
may be of interest or useful to our readers. We look forward to your contributions. 

Notable Hopes 
Leslie Townes “Bob” Hope 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Leslie Townes "Bob" Hope KBE KC*SG (May 29, 1903 – July 27, 2003) was a 
British-American comedian,[2] vaudevillian, actor, singer and dancer. With a 
career that spanned nearly 80 years, Hope appeared in more than 70 short and 
feature films, with 54 feature films with Hope as star, including a series of seven 
Road to ... musical comedy movies with Bing Crosby as Hope's top-billed partner. 

In addition to hosting the Academy Awards show 19 times, more than any other 
host, Hope appeared in many stage productions and television roles and wrote 14 
books. The song "Thanks for the Memory" was his signature tune. 

Hope was born in the Eltham district of southeast London, arrived in the United 
States with his family at the age of four, and grew up near Cleveland, Ohio. After a 
brief career as a boxer in the late 1910s, Hope began his career in show business in 
the early 1920s, initially as a comedian and dancer on the vaudeville circuit, before 
acting on Broadway. Hope began appearing on radio and in films starting in 1934. 
He was praised for his comedic timing, specializing in one-liners and rapid-fire 
delivery of jokes that were often self-deprecating. He helped establish modern 
American stand-up comedy.[2] 

Between 1941 and 1991, Hope made 57 tours for the United Service Organizations, 
entertaining active duty U.S. military personnel around the world. In 1997, the 
United States Congress passed a bill that made Hope an honorary veteran of the 
U.S. Armed Forces.[3] He also appeared in numerous television specials for NBC 
during his career and was one of the first users of cue cards. 

Hope retired from public life in 1998 and died on July 27, 2003, at the age of 100 
in his Toluca Lake home. 
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Geamannan na h-Alba 

U.S. Scottish Games by State 

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 

Scottish Games Calendar: Scotland 

Celtic Festivals in Australia 

Scottish Highland Games 
Association 

Places named Hope 

Little Hope, Texas 

Little Hope is at the intersection of 
Farm roads 154 and 312, ten miles 
east of Quitman in eastern Wood 
County. The old Little Hope church 
and cemetery are about 1½ miles 
north of the community, which is 
sometimes referred to as the "new" 
Little Hope. The area was settled as 
early as the 1850s, and by 1857 a 
school, taught by fifteen-year-old 
Emily Smith, served both the Little 
Hope area and the Holly Springs 
community. In 1881 the Little Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church was 
organized; it was said to have taken 
its name from the fact that there was 
little hope that the church would 
survive more than a year.   
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Leslie Townes Hope was born on May 29, 1903, in Eltham, County of London[1] 
(now part of the Royal Borough of Greenwich), in a terraced house on Craigton 
Road in Well Hall,[4][5] where there is now a blue plaque in his memory.[6] He was 
the fifth of seven sons of an English father, William Henry Hope, a stonemason 
from Weston-super-Mare, Somerset, and a Welsh mother, Avis (née Townes), a 
light opera singer from Barry, Vale of Glamorgan,[7] who later worked as a cleaner. 
William and Avis married in April 1891 and lived at 12 Greenwood Street in Barry 
before moving to Whitehall, Bristol, and then to St George, Bristol. After a brief 
period living in Southend Road, Weston-Super-Mare,[8] in 1908, the family 
emigrated to the United States, sailing aboard the SS Philadelphia. They passed 
through Ellis Island, New York on March 30, 1908, before moving on to 
Cleveland, Ohio.[9] 

From age 12, Hope earned pocket money by busking (frequently on the streetcar 
to Luna Park), singing, dancing, and performing comedy.[10] He entered 
numerous dancing and amateur talent contests as Lester Hope, and won a prize in 
1915 for his impersonation of Charlie Chaplin.[11] For a time, he attended the Boys' 
Industrial School in Lancaster, Ohio, and as an adult donated sizable sums of 
money to the institution.[12] Hope had a brief career as a boxer in 1919, fighting 
under the name Packy East. He had three wins and one loss, and he participated in 
a few staged charity bouts later in life.[13] 

Hope worked as a butcher's assistant and a lineman in his teens and early 20s. He 
also had a brief stint at Chandler Motor Car Company. In 1921, while assisting his 
brother Jim in clearing trees for a power company, he was sitting atop a tree that 
crashed to the ground, crushing his face; the accident required Hope to undergo 
reconstructive surgery, which contributed to his later distinctive appearance.[14] 

After deciding on a show business career, Hope and his girlfriend signed up for 
dancing lessons. Encouraged after they performed in a three-day engagement at a 
club, Hope formed a partnership with Lloyd Durbin, a friend from the dancing 
school.[15] Silent film comedian Fatty Arbuckle saw them perform in 1925 and 
found them work with a touring troupe called Hurley's Jolly Follies. Within a 
year, Hope had formed an act called the "Dancemedians" with George Byrne and 
the Hilton Sisters, conjoined twins who performed a tap-dancing routine on the 
vaudeville circuit. Hope and Byrne also had an act as Siamese twins; they sang and 
danced while wearing blackface until friends advised Hope he was funnier as 
himself.[16] 

In 1929, Hope informally changed his first name to "Bob". In one version of the 
story, he named himself after racecar driver Bob Burman.[17] In another, he said he 
chose the name because he wanted a name with a "friendly 'Hiya, fellas!' sound" 
to it.[18] In a 1942 legal document, his legal name appears as Lester Townes Hope; 
it is unknown if this reflects a legal name change from Leslie.[19] After five years on 
the vaudeville circuit, Hope was "surprised and humbled" when he failed a 1930 
screen test for the French film production company Pathé at Culver City, 
California.[20] 

USO involvement[edit] 

See also: USO – Honoring Bob Hope 
While aboard the RMS Queen Mary when World War II began in September 
1939, Hope volunteered to perform a special show for the passengers, during 
which he sang "Thanks for the Memory" with rewritten lyrics.[48] He performed 
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Humor na h-Alba 

A Scotsman was shipwrecked and 
finally washed ashore on a small 
island. As he regains consciousness 
on the beach, he sees a beautiful 
unclad woman standing over him. 
She asks, "Would you like some 
food?" 

The Scot hoarsely croaks, " Yes, 
please, I haven't eaten a bite of food 
for a week and I am very hungry !" 

She disappears into the woods and 
quickly comes back with a basket of 
food. When he has choked it down, 
s h e a s k s , " W o u l d y o u l i k e 
something to drink?” 

"Oh, yes ! That food has made me 
very thirsty and I would very much 
like a drink!” 

She goes off into the woods again 
and returns with a bottle of 75-year-
old single-malt Scotch whiskey. The 
Scotsman is beginning to think that 
he's in heaven when the unclad 
woman leans closer and says, 
"Would you like to play around?" 

"Oh, you beautiful woman, don't 
tell me you've got a golf course here 
too!" 

Biadh na h-Alba 

Tikka Masala Soup

Tikka masala is a classic Indian 
dish. Juicy pieces of chicken are 
simmered in a tomato and yogurt or 
cream-based is a key competent to 
the recipe and sauce with a slew of 
fragrant spices added.

https://themodernproper.com/
tikka-masala-soup 

Recipe on page 4  
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his first USO show on May 6, 1941, at March Field in California,[49] and continued to travel and entertain troops for the rest of World 
War II, later during the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the third phase of the Lebanon Civil War, the latter years of the Iran–Iraq 
War, and the 1990–91 Persian Gulf War.[24] His USO career lasted a half-century during which he headlined 57 times.[24] 

He had a deep respect for the men and women who served in the armed 
forces, and this was reflected in his willingness to go anywhere to entertain 
them.[50] However, during the highly controversial Vietnam War, Hope had 
trouble convincing some performers to join him on tour, but he was 
accompanied on at least one USO tour by Ann-Margret. Anti-war 
sentiment was high, and his pro-troop stance made him a target of criticism 
from some quarters. Some shows were drowned out by boos, others were 
listened to in silence.[51] 

The tours were funded by the U.S. Department of Defense, Hope's 
television sponsors, and by NBC, the network that broadcast the television 
specials created after each tour from footage shot on location. However, 
the footage and shows were owned by Hope's own production company, 
which made them very lucrative ventures for him, as outlined by writer 
Richard Zoglin in his 2014 biography Hope: Entertainer of the Century. 

          
Hope at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas in 1990 

Hope sometimes recruited his own family members for USO travel. His wife, Dolores, sang from atop an armored vehicle during the 
Desert Storm tour, and granddaughter Miranda appeared alongside him on an aircraft carrier in the Indian Ocean.[50] Of Hope's 
USO shows in World War II, novelist John Steinbeck, who then was working as a war correspondent, wrote in 1943: 

When the time for recognition of service to the nation in wartime comes to be considered, Bob Hope should be high on the list. This 
man drives himself and is driven. It is impossible to see how he can do so much, can cover so much ground, can work so hard, and can 
be so effective. He works month after month at a pace that would kill most people.[52] 
Along with his best friend Bing Crosby, Hope was offered a commission in the United States Navy as lieutenant commander during 
World War II, but FDR intervened, believing it would be better for troop morale if they kept doing what they were doing by playing 
for all branches of military service.[53] 

For his service to his nation through the USO, he was awarded the Sylvanus Thayer Award by the United States Military Academy at 
West Point in 1968, the first entertainer to receive the award.[54][55] A 1997 act of Congress signed by President Bill Clinton named 
Hope an "Honorary Veteran". He remarked, "I've been given many awards in my lifetime, but to be numbered among the men and 
women I admire most is the greatest honor I have ever received."[56] In an homage to Hope, comedian/TV host Stephen Colbert 
carried a golf club on stage during the week of USO performances he taped for his TV show The Colbert Report during the 2009 
season.[57] 

Dear Bob... Bob Hope's Wartime Correspondence with the G.I.s of WW2, written by Martha Bolton (first woman staff writer for Bob 
Hope) and Linda Hope (eldest daughter of Bob Hope), reveals the heart of the entertainer who became a best friend to the troops. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Hope 

So Ready For Laughter 

"So Ready for Laughter" highlights Bob Hope's enduring connection with his 
most treasured audience, American troops. The film was produced for the 
Museum's original exhibition "So Ready for Laughter the Legacy of Bob 
Hope," generously sponsored by the Bob & Dolores Hope Foundation. As we 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the end of the war, we remember as Bob Hope 
said, "the men who made this day possible" and their sacrifices. 
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Hope and actress Ann Jillian perform in the USO Christmas 
Tour during Operation Desert Shield, 1990
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Tikka Masala Soup 

A Chicken Tikka Masala Recipe That’s Cozy as Your Favorite Pair of Socks 

Inspired by classic Indian chicken tikka masala, we dreamed up a soup recipe built around the iconic flavors of that dish. Say hello to 
a new weeknight favorite—chicken tikka masala soup! The warm and grounding flavors of garam masala, ginger, turmeric, cumin, 
and cinnamon infuse the tikka masala sauce-inspired soup base. Coconut milk adds a velvety texture to the broth without a adding 
any dairy, making it Whole30-approved. Add this easy, healthy soup recipe to your weekly dinner rotation and your family will thank 
you! 

How to Make Tikka Masala Soup 

Ingredients 

2 tbsp coconut oil 

1 small onion, diced 

3 garlic cloves, minced 

1/2 tsp cayenne pepper 

1 tbsp garam masala spice mix 

1 tsp ground ginger 

1/2 tsp cumin 

1 tsp tumeric 

1/2 tsp cinnamon 

2 cups chicken stock1  

(28oz) can crushed tomatoes 

1 (14 oz) can coconut milk (not lite) 

1-2 tsp kosher salt 

1  whole rotisserie chicken or 4 cups TMP shredded chicken 

This tikka masala soup comes together rather effortlessly and is truly healthy, comforting and delicious. 

1. Heat coconut oil over med-high heat in a heavy soup pot. Sauté the onion for 4 minutes then add garlic for 3 more minutes. 
Add cayenne pepper, garam masala, ginger, cumin, turmeric, and cinnamon. Sauté for 3 minutes longer until spices are 
fragrant. 

2. Add to the pot, 2 cups of chicken stock, tomatoes and coconut milk. Simmer for 30 minutes. 

3. Using an immersion blender, or stand blender purée soup until smooth and creamy. Season with salt and add shredded 
chicken. 
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Photos from Greyfriars Kirkyard courtesy of  Philip McGibney and Joan (nee) Hope. 
 

https://greyfriarskirk.com/visit/kirkyard/ 
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American-Scottish Foundation, Colonial Dames of America, & American Friends of the Georgian Group 

Invite you to our Autumn Garden Gathering: Pimms, Wine & Cheese on Thursday, September 22nd, at the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum Garden 

421 East 61st Street, New York, NY 10065, 212 838-6878, info@mvhm.org 

Lord Bruce is tireless in his support of Scotland's heritage, arts and culture - both in Scotland and internationally. The eldest son 
and heir to Andrew Bruce, 11th Earl of Elgin & 15th Earl of Kincardine KT, 

37th Chief of the Name of Bruce. 

Please put September 30th in your diary and plan to join us as we welcome and celebrate the awarding of the Wallace Award to 
Charles Bruce and toasting the 65th Anniversary of the ASF. 

Reservations and details of being involved can be made HERE 
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The ASF and Chicago Scots founded the Scottish NA Community Conference in 2002 with Detroit St Andrews, COSCA, 
CASSOC and Scottish Studies Foundation, Canada joining as organizers. 

The 20th Annual Scottish NA Community Conference October 21-23, in New York 

“How we in North America Express our ‘Scottishness’. 
 

Virtual and In Person. 
For more information visit our website - LINK HER 

 

Offering a great range of Scottish gifts for all the family. Shipping directly to you from Connecticut. 

Browse their great website which is full of unique Scottish gift items, from a great Harris Tweed handbag to 
jewellry, shawls and fun Coos for the kitchen! 

Scottish Creations Discount helps the ASF too: ASF2020 for your10% discount. 

Matching donation will be made by Scottish Creations to ASF 
Scottish Creations website LINK 
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Carnegie Mellon Pipes and Drums 

Bagpiping has been an integral part of the campus life at Carnegie Mellon University since 1939. The Kiltie Band was started by 
Lewis W. Davidson and each year students who were interested in learning to play the bagpipes could enroll. 

In 1985, James H. McIntosh MBE, a world renowned piper, assumed the position as director of 
the pipe band. During his tenure, it was proposed that Carnegie Mellon institutionalize 
bagpipes as a legitimate major in its Conservatory of Music. Mr. Elden Gatwood, artist-lecturer 
of oboe, approached the department head, Marilyn Taft Thomas, with a proposal that bagpipes 
be formalized as a major and hire Mr. James McIntosh to teach it. Mr. Gatwood, a bagpiping 
student of Mr. McIntosh, spoke of his extraordinary gifts as a teacher and his international 
reputation as a bagpipe performer. 

"The entire tradition of the campus has been celebratory bagpiping. It makes sense for us to acknowledge bagpipes as a legitimate 
musical instrument. While there are bagpipe teachers around the world, what Carnegie Mellon offers is a program of study where a 
person can get a complete grounding in music as well as specific instruction on the instrument" (Thomas, M.T. 1991). The faculty 
supported the idea with enthusiasm and the proposal was accepted. Prior to this program, no opportunities existed anywhere in the 
world for the serious student to study bagpiping at a bachelor’s degree level. 
 
Director Andrew Carlisle leads the Carnegie Mellon Pipes and Drums, which is made up entirely of 
current university students and alumni. Carlisle is also the professor in charge of the bagpipe major 
in the School of Music. The band performs frequently at official university events and has also made a 
welcomed return to the competition platform where it has won Highland Games at the South 
Maryland Celtic Festival and at the Colonial Highland Gathering at Fair Hill, MD. In 2012 the band 
was invited to perform as the Guest Band at the New Hampshire Highland Games held at the Loon 
Mountain Ski Resort where the band performed to over 25,000 spectators and also at the world 
famous “Celtic Classic” festival in Bethlehem, PA where crowds of over 200,000 lined the streets. 

https://www.cmu.edu/student-affairs/dean/pipes/ 

Postscript  

We sincerely hope you will make this newsletter your own by contributing items relating to Hopes, Scots, history of either, 

genealogy or other related subjects. Please help us share our Hope and Scottish information among clan members and friends. We 

will accept anything that is in the public domain, original or cites origin. Submit anything you wish to have included in our newsletter 

to: newsletter@clanhope.org. We look forward to your contributions. Thanks in advance for sharing.
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