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The Clan Hope Of Craighall Society Newsletter welcomes submissions.  Clan 
Hope members may submit biographies for the Members’ Corner . We also accept 
submissions of any material relating to Scottish history/humor, Hope genealogy, 
Hope history, genealogy methods and tricks, or any additional information that 
may be of interest or useful to our readers. We look forward to your contributions. 

A Message from Stephen Hope, President 0f Clan 
Hope of Craighall Society Australia 

Most of you will know or have had contact with Henry Martin Hope, Sr. or as we 
know him, Marty, in some way or another. 

Marty was responsible for restarting the Clan 
Hope of Craighall Society back in the early 
2000s and, along with his wife Jenny, has been 
an immense support to us all. 

He still holds the role of Commissioner for the 
South Western States in the USA but, along 
with that role, has provided clan committee 
members with material support including 
office holder name badges, Clan Hope polo 
shirts and items for use in clan tents and stalls.  
 
He has done all of this from his own pocket and 
never expected our thanks or payment for his 
support. 

So in recognition of his selfless work for the clan society I have decided to 
instigate a special award, The President’s Award, and have sent it to him.  

I wanted to let the committee know of my decision to do this as, to my knowledge, 
we haven’t had any clan awards previously. 

My apologies for not alerting you prior to having this award created and sent but in 
this one case I wanted it to be a complete surprise for Marty. 

The award was produced by Andrew and Kris Hope of  Country Mile Signs.  

Clan Hope Of Craighall Society Newsletter 1

Geamannan na h-Alba 

U.S. Scottish Games by State 

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 

Scottish Games Calendar: Scotland 

Celtic Festivals in Australia 

Scottish Highland Games 
Association 

Places named Hope 

Visitors and Alaskans alike flock to 
the Kenai Peninsula to enjoy the 
great outdoors, but most drive right 
past the Hope Highway turnoff at 
Mile 56.3 of the Seward Highway 
without knowing what they’re 
missing. This 17-mile detour lets 
you explore the history of one of 
Alaska’s first gold-rush towns, try 
your hand at panning for gold, fish 
for pink salmon and enjoy an array 
of outdoor activities. It’s a great 
destination for families. 

Photo: Enrico Blasutto 

Hope, Alaska 

Hannah Yoter - Growing up in 
Hope, Alaska 

https://asgf.org/games-by-state
https://gmhg.org
https://scotlandwelcomesyou.com/scottish-highland-games/
http://www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au/calendar.htm
http://www.shga.co.uk/events.php
http://www.shga.co.uk/events.php
https://www.alaska.org/destination/hope
https://youtu.be/1RtdmOOxU4E
https://youtu.be/1RtdmOOxU4E
https://asgf.org/games-by-state
https://gmhg.org
https://scotlandwelcomesyou.com/scottish-highland-games/
http://www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au/calendar.htm
http://www.shga.co.uk/events.php
http://www.shga.co.uk/events.php
https://www.alaska.org/destination/hope
https://youtu.be/1RtdmOOxU4E
https://youtu.be/1RtdmOOxU4E
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I trust you will all find it appropriate and promise to make sure that the committee 
will be consulted in any future decision of this nature. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and the very best for the New Year and 
2022. 

Scotland Women Curlers Qualify for Beijing 2022 

Scotland women qualify for Beijing 2022, while Japan, Korea and Latvia secure 
play-off spots at the OQE 

Scotland beat Italy by 8-1 in Thursday afternoon’s final session of women’s round-
robin play at the Olympic Qualification Event. Meanwhile Korea beat Czech 
Republic by 12-6 and Turkey beat Japan by 8-5. 

These results meant that Scotland, Korea and Japan shared the same six-two win-
loss record and, as their head-to-head results did not produce a clear ranking, 
their final positions were determined by their aggregate pre-game Draw Shot 
Challenge rankings. 

On this table, Scotland came out on top, to rank first overall and take the direct 
route to the Beijing Olympic Winter Games. 

Korea ranked second and Japan were third, and these two teams will now play each 
other in the first play-off game. The winner of that game will go to Beijing. The 
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Humor na h-Alba 

A very popular man dies in Aberdeen and 
his old widow wishes to tell all his friends 
at once, so she goes to the Aberdeen 
Evening Express and says, 'I'd like tae 
place an obituary fur ma late husband.’ 

The man at the desk says, 'OK, how 
much money dae ye have?'  

The old woman replies, '£5' to which the 
man says, 'Ye won't get many words for 
that but write something and we'll see if 
it's ok.' So the old woman writes 
something and hands it over the counter. 

The man reads 'Peter Reid, fae Kincorth, 
deid.' He feels sad at the abruptness of 
the statement and encourages the old 
woman to write a few more things, 
saying, 'I think we cud allow 3 or 4 more 
words fer ye money.'  

The old woman ponders and then adds a 
few more words and hand the paper over 
the counter again.   The man then reads - 
'Peter Reid, fae Kincorth, deid. Ford 
Escort for sale.' 

Biadh na h-Alba 

Irn Bru Chicken Wings 

Launched in 1901 in Scotland, IRN-BRU 
is a carbonated soft drink made to an 
original secret recipe, which contains 32 
flavours. ... So, a local soft drinks 
manufacturer named AG Barr brought to 
them a tonic-like drink made with 
caffeine and sugar that could get the 
workers through a hard day's graft. 

IRN-BRU is loved by millions world-
wide, but the taste is often a hot topic of 
debate. Bubblegum, tutti-fruity, orange, 
or cream soda; no one has ever quite 
managed to describe the exact flavour.  

Irn Bru Chicken Wings

https://foodanddrink.scotsman.com/food/video-how-to-make-irn-bru-chicken-wings/
https://foodanddrink.scotsman.com/food/video-how-to-make-irn-bru-chicken-wings/
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loser will have a second chance to qualify for the Olympics, by playing in the second play-off game for the last available slot. The 
opponents in that game will be fourth-placed Latvia, who sat out this final session. 

In their game against Italy, Scotland held a 2-1 lead after three ends. In the fourth end Scottish skip Eve Muirhead played a take-out 
on an Italian stone to score one more point and move onto a 3-1 lead. 

In the next end, Italy skip Stefania Constantini was short with her draw attempt and this gave the Scots a steal of three points and a 
6-1 lead at the break. 

A further steal of two by the Scots in the sixth end for an 8-1 lead was enough, and Italy conceded. 

After this crucial game, Scotland’s Muirhead said, “We played a really good game there. We knew that it meant a lot for them, but it 
also meant a lot for us. We really came out really good from the first stone.” 

Turning to her Olympic qualification, she said, “It’s something that you dream of, getting to a fourth Olympic Games. A few months 
ago, I thought this would never happen. When you get a moment like this it shows that all the hard work, all the teamwork is worth 
it.” 

She also had a word for the Turkey team that played such a big role in giving her team the direct qualification route, “Turkey are 
doing a great job, they’re a team for the future and they did us a big favour there.” 

World Curling Org.: Scotland women qualify for 2022 Beijing Olympics  

Six Scottish Men Curlers Selected To Represent  
Team GB at Beijing Olympic Game 

The British Olympic Association has today announced the six curlers who will compete in the men’s and mixed doubles disciplines at 
the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games. 

All six athletes, who are the first athletes selected to Team GB for the Games, will make their Olympic debuts in Beijing, with Bruce 
Mouat competing in both disciplines. Men’s skip, Mouat, will be accompanied by Grant Hardie, Bobby Lammie and Hammy 
McMillan. Whilst, Ross Whyte, who skips a rival British Curling team that has made a major impact on the international scene in 
recent seasons, once again joins them as alternate, as he has regularly done at World and European Championships. 
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Mouat will also play alongside Jen Dodds in the mixed doubles event, whom he won the mixed doubles World Championships with 
earlier this year, and in doing so will become the first British athlete to compete in two curling competitions at a Winter Games after 
that discipline was introduced to the Games for the first time in PyeongChang in 2018. 

The selection of Team Mouat for the men’s competition is a reward for their ground-breaking performances over recent years. In 
2017, in their first season together, they became the first British men’s team to win one of the prestigious Grand Slam titles in 
Canada and they went on to claim a World Championship bronze medal the following year, before winning the European 
Championship later in 2018. 

Since then they have steadily climbed the world rankings, where they are currently third on the back of winning silver at the World 
Championships earlier this year, ahead of achieving an unprecedented double when they claimed back-to-back Grand Slam titles in 
Canada. 

“I’m absolutely delighted to finally get the news that we’re going to be heading to Beijing,” said Mouat. 

“It’s so exciting and testament to the effort that all of us have put in over the last four years to get to this point. 

“We’re obviously going to aim really high when we’re there and we’re hoping to come home with some medals. 

“In terms of the mixed doubles it’s all the more exciting to be able to play in both events. I don’t think I ever dreamed of being able to 
play in two Olympic disciplines when I was younger, just because it wasn’t a thing, so to have that opportunity now and to be the first 
British Olympian to do so makes it even better. It’s something I will have for the rest of my life and that’s something I’ll cherish.” 

Six Scottish curlers selected to represent team GB at Beijing Olympics  

Notable Hopes 

Hope, James (‘Jemmy’) 
Contributed by 
Quinn, James 
 

Hope, James (‘Jemmy’) (1764–1847), United Irishman, was born 25 August 1764 in 
Templepatrick, Co. Antrim, second among three sons of John Hope, a linen weaver 
who was the son of a Covenanting Scottish immigrant, and Sarah Hope (née 
Speers). He received little formal schooling, and in his early teens worked as a farm 
labourer, later serving his apprenticeship as a linen weaver. Encouraged by his 
employers, he managed to educate himself, particularly through reading the Bible, 
and became an enthusiastic member of a book club at Mallusk, Co. Antrim. The 
American struggle for independence aroused his interest in politics and he joined 
the Roughfort Volunteers. In 1795 he joined the United Irish society in Mallusk 
despite his reservations at the society's oath-bound conspiratorial character, 
observing that ‘oaths would never bind rogues’ (Madden, 229). Elected to the 
baronial committee for upper Belfast and the Antrim county committee, he became 
firm friends with United Irish leaders Samuel Neilson (qv), Henry Joy McCracken (qv), and Thomas Russell (qv). Hope's honesty 
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https://www.scottishcurling.org/six-scottish-curlers-selected-to-represent-team-gb-at-the-olympic-winter-games/
https://www.dib.ie/contributor/quinn-james
https://www.dib.ie/biography/neilson-samuel-a6148
https://www.dib.ie/biography/mccracken-henry-joy-a5628
https://www.dib.ie/biography/russell-thomas-a7846
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and reliability soon won the confidence of the Belfast leadership, who dubbed him ‘the Spartan’, and he was appointed to the United 
Irish general committee. 

He became one of the society's main emissaries and recruiters from 1796 to 1798. In 1796 he and William Metcalfe were sent to 
Dublin to promote the United Irishmen, and Hope settled at Balbriggan, posing as a Scottish silk-weaver. Coming under suspicion 
from local Orangemen, he moved to Dublin's Liberties, where he had great success in recruiting fellow working men. There are 
accounts of him promoting the United movement in counties Monaghan, Cavan, Armagh, Fermanagh, Leitrim, Roscommon, 
Kildare, and Wicklow, often accompanied by that other indefatigable agent, William Putnam McCabe (qv). In Roscommon he 
disguised himself as an army recruiting sergeant and rescued a suspected United Irishman from a courtroom on the pretext of 
enlisting him. He showed great courage and elusiveness and was never arrested, although he had many close shaves. 

Frustrated by the caution of northern leaders after the outbreak of rebellion on 23 May 1798, he pressed strongly for action. At the 
battle of Antrim (7 June 1798) he was McCracken's main lieutenant and marched in the front rank with the Roughfort Volunteers 
singing the Marseillaise. Although the United army was routed, the Roughforts distinguished themselves by their courage and 
discipline in covering the retreat. Hope went into hiding with McCracken and others at Slemish mountain and in the hills around 
Belfast, but unlike McCracken he managed to evade capture. Refusing to accept the government's offer of pardon, he stayed in 
hiding until November 1798 and then attempted to revive the United Irishmen in Antrim, Down, and Dublin in winter 1798–9. For 
the next few years he moved around to avoid detection: he was in Dublin to June 1799, and later worked as a cotton weaver for 
Charles Teeling (qv) at Naul, Co. Meath, until 1802, when he was discovered and fled to the Liberties. Here, with Teeling's help, he 
set up a small haberdasherery at 8 The Coombe. When Neilson covertly returned to Belfast in 1802, he entrusted Hope with the 
arrangements for his journey. Contacted by Robert Emmet (qv) late in 1802, Hope became one of his chief organisers and in spring 
1803 moved to Emmet's base at Butterfield Lane, Rathfarnham, to assist him with preparations for insurrection, including liaising 
with Michael Dwyer (qv). Sent to assess the north's willingness to rise in May 1803, he reported favourably. He did not participate in 
the Dublin rebellion (much to the disappointment of local United Irishmen), but was assigned to raise Ulster with Russell, who 
regarded Hope as his ‘right arm’. In July 1803 they travelled throughout Antrim and Down, attempting to foment a rising, but 
received little support. Hope again escaped capture but Russell and four others were arrested and hanged. He moved to Drogheda, 
where he worked until 12 July 1804, later moving to Westmeath. He returned to the north in 1806, settling in Belfast, where he 
worked as a weaver for the McCrackens and later, having learned to keep accounts, as a clerk for Joseph Smyth, publisher of the 
Belfast Almanac. 

In later life he was deeply critical of the United Irishmen's middle-class leadership, denouncing them as ‘foreign-aid men’ who were 
unwilling to risk their property in a popular uprising and who undermined the movement by their over-reliance on a French 
invasion. His distrust of middle-class radicals was, he believed, the main reason why he had never been arrested, but his ability to 
merge into the working classes and his determination never to be taken alive probably also contributed. He claimed that the neglect 
of fundamental social issues by most of the United Irish leadership greatly weakened the movement, and that there could be no solid 
basis for liberty until radical measures were taken to alleviate poverty. He foretold the fall of the landed classes, claiming that their 
monopoly of land ownership was immoral and untenable. Believing that God had given the land to all rather than to a privileged few, 
and that those who worked it had a right to its benefits, he denounced limited agrarian reforms such as fixity of tenure as ‘a fixity 
forever in famine’ (Madden, 290). Instead he proposed a thorough reorganisation of society through the abolition of hierarchical 
structures and the establishment of small self-governing cooperative communities, akin to those advocated by Robert Owen, which 
would share out wealth according to need. He was critical of the piecemeal reforms and laissez-faire liberalism of Daniel O'Connell 
(qv), but by the 1840s he had joined the Repeal Association and believed that independence could be achieved by moral force. With 
the onset of the famine, he lamented the absence of men such as McCracken, Neilson, Russell, and Emmet, who could have given 
leadership to popular disaffection, and he maintained that the economic depression of the mid 1840s heralded the collapse of 
capitalism. 

Hope's political outlook was based on strongly held Christian principles. In his youth he worshipped with a presbyterian seceding 
congregation in Templepatrick, but was troubled by the anti-catholic prejudices of the minister, the Rev. Isaac Patten, and was later 
refused communion by that congregation. Religious animosity appalled Hope, and he denounced the clergy's role in fomenting 
sectarian divisions. He regarded all Christians as members of one church, and had his children baptised in Dublin by a catholic 
priest. 
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R. R. Madden (qv) met Hope in 1843 when he was 80 and encouraged him to write his memoirs, which form an invaluable record of 
the career and perspectives of a working-class United Irishman. Madden described him as of medium height, ‘his frame slight but 
compact, his features remarkable for the tranquillity and simplicity of their expression . . . he is always in good humour, gay without 
levity .  .  . strictly moral, utterly fearless, inflexible and incorruptible’ (Madden, 220). Hope wrote some verse, later published by 
Madden, and also had an interest in the Irish language, owning several books in Irish. After suffering poor health for some years, he 
died 10 February 1847 at his son Henry's home, 1 Lancaster St., Belfast. He was buried at Mallusk graveyard, Newtownabbey, Co. 
Antrim; the grave is marked by a large limestone memorial. His portrait by William Charles Nixon (1813–78) is in the Ulster 
Museum, Belfast, and he features strongly in several novels on 1798, notably Northern iron (1907) by George Birmingham (qv), and 
in the play Northern Star (1984) by Stewart Parker (qv). 

The best-known United Irish working man, Hope has become an icon to left-wing republicans because of his anti-sectarian and 
radical social ideals. His awareness of class antagonisms within the United movement has particularly attracted the interest of 
Marxists, but he was essentially a plebeian radical with a strong sense of social injustice, rather than a pioneering socialist. His 
criticisms of United Irish social failings were filtered through the Owenite socialism of his later years, and his main contribution to 
the United movement was as an activist rather than a theorist. 

He was predeceased by his wife Rose Mullan (b. 3 December 1770; d. 25 May 1830), daughter of a master weaver and sister of Luke 
Mullan, a United Irishman. She often assisted Hope, carrying messages and arms for the United Irishmen. He described her as a 
‘gifted’ woman ‘with every advantage of mind and person, she was everything in this world to me, and when I lost her my happiness 
went to the grave with her’ (Madden, 226). They had three surviving children: Luke Mullan Hope (1794–1827), editor of the 
Rushlight, Henry Joy McCracken Hope (1809–72), who wrote some religious verse, and Robert Emmet Hope (1812–64). 

Sources 

TCD, Hope MSS 7252–6; R. R. Madden, The United Irishmen, their lives and times, 3rd ser., i (1846), 218–95; Belfast Vindicator, 10 
Feb. 1847; W. T. Latimer, Ulster biographies relating to 1798 (1897); O'Donoghue; IBL, vi (1915), 207–8; Mrs Thomas Concannon, 
Women of ‘ninety-eight (1920); Sean Cronin, A man of the people: Jemmy Hope (1964); Eileen Black, ‘James Hope (1764–1847), 
United Irishman’, Ir. Sword, xiv, no. 54 (summer 1980), 65–8; Proinsias Mac an Bheatha, Jemmy Hope: an chéad sóisialaí 
Éireannach (1985); A. T. Q. Stewart, The summer soldiers: the 1798 rebellion in Antrim and Down (1995); Welch; Mallusk memorials 
(1997), 14–16, 62; John Newsinger (ed.), United Irishman: the autobiography of James Hope (2001); James Quinn, Soul on fire: a life 
of Thomas Russell (2002) 

PUBLISHING INFORMATION 

https://www.dib.ie/biography/hope-james-jemmy-a4094  

Originally published October 2009 as part of the Dictionary of Irish Biography 

Last revised October 2009 

“Let our New Year’s resolution be this: we will be there for one another as fellow members of humanity, in the finest sense of the word.”   
Goran Persson 
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Postscript  

We sincerely hope you will make this newsletter your own by contributing items relating to Hopes, Scots, history of either, 

genealogy or other related subjects. Please help us share our Hope and Scottish information among clan members and friends. We 

will accept anything that is in the public domain, original or cites origin. Submit anything you wish to have included in our newsletter 

to: newsletter@clanhope.org. We look forward to your contributions. Thanks in advance for sharing.
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